The anthropologist Ashley Montagu argued that "next to the Bible, no work has been quite as influential, in virtually every aspect of human thought, as The Origin of Species." This course provides historical background to the development of, and reaction to, Charles Darwin's ideas in Origin (and his other writings) while examining the influence of Darwin(ism) on political thought, philosophy, social policy, and intellectual history. We end with answering the question, "Was there a Darwinian revolution?"
TEXT
You will need a copy of the first or second edition of Origin of Species. These editions have fourteen (rather than fifteen) chapters and are measurably clearer than later editions. Either a print (preferable) or online copy will do. A link to a suitable online version is provided on Blackboard. 
ASSIGNMENTS
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WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS
All written assignments -other than the two reflections -are to be submitted electronically through Blackboard. Please note that your assignment will not be returned to you with comments. Instead, your grade will be posted on Blackboard once all assignments are graded. If you desire feedback, please schedule an appointment with the teaching assistant within a week of receiving your grade. Should you wish to appeal your grade, you must first discuss the issue with the teaching assistant. If this discussion is unsatisfactory, you need to make a written appeal (not an e-mail) including the assignment to the instructor before scheduling a meeting with the instructor and teaching assistant.
Please include the word count on all your written assignments.
Short assignments will receive an automatic zero grade.
Late or emailed assignments will not be accepted and will receive an automatic zerono excuses will be accepted.
All written work will be graded based on presentation (grammar & spelling), clarity of expression, ideas expressed and evidence used.
Plagiarism: You are obviously expected not to engage in any form of plagiarism, which according to the ASU Student Code of Conduct, means representing the words or ideas of another as one's own. Plagiarism is an act of fraud -it involves both stealing someone else's work and lying about it afterward. Note, that for an act to count as plagiarism, the representation does not have to be intentional. See http:// provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity for ASU policies regarding academic dishonesty. While I will not be enacting Dante's punishment for fraud, as a minimum punishment, detection of plagiarism will result in automatic failure of the course (with an XE grade). An 'XE' grade on your transcript denotes failure due to academic dishonesty and will preclude you from entry into any reputable graduate or professional school. The bottom-line is, DON'T PLAGIARIZE!
Assignment: Reflection
Twice during the course you will be given a short prompt to reflect on. A written response to the prompt (between 300 and 500 words) will be due in class on the due dates given below. This is a reflection piece and there is no right or wrong answer. No research is required and none should be done -just answer the prompt based on your experiences and what you are thinking.
! !
Formatting: Your text must fit on a single sheet (double-sided if necessary). Single spacing is fine. There is no need for a title or to repeat the prompt. Just give your name on the top left hand side.
If your reflection is (a) formatted as above, (b) grammatically correct, and (c) contains clearly articulated thoughts and ideas, you will receive five of the five marks going for the assignment. Failure in any of the three areas above will result in a zero for the assignment.
Assignment: Response to viewings
On three occasions you will be expected to provide a short response to in-class viewings. These are due electronically (i.e. submitted through Blackboard) before the start of class on the due date. These responses should critically engage with the viewing and be between 750 and 1000 words in length.
The response pieces give you an opportunity to critically engage with a number of viewings. Your engagement is not that of a film critic (or an op-ed writer), but of someone interested in the issues at hand. Bear in mind that there is no "correct response" for each viewing and you are expected to present an argument regarding what you saw. You are not reviewing the viewing by engaging with the arguments the viewing presents.
What follows are a few general points about writing the response pieces that should give you guidance.
Notes: Take notes while watching the viewing. Do not rely on your memory. You will fail if your paper does not include concrete reference to the viewing.
Time: Do not leave the writing of your response to the night before it is due. It is strongly advised that you begin your writing the evening of the day of the viewing. That way, the issues are fresher in your mind and you have some hope of having time to ...
Revise and rewrite:
Your best chance for success is to draft a response and revise it over an extended period, paying close attention to both the form of your writing (spelling and grammar are important) and the argument you are making. 
Research:
While we don't expect you to be writing fully-fledged research papers, good response pieces make direct reference to material either presented in class or discovered through research. For the latter, be very careful about the resources you quote -for example, the vast majority of statements made on anti-evolution/antiDarwin websites are scientifically and historically inaccurate. You need evidence for your claims and you can present this evidence ...
Using Quotations:
Quotes can be very effective in demonstrating your position but should be used sparingly to be effective. Make sure you cite sources so as to avoid plagiarism. You are taking a position on the viewing and to do so will require argument & evidence but you should ...
Avoid being autobiographical:
While you are encouraged to go beyond class material and present your own ideas based on evidence, we expect these ideas to be grounded in conceptual and/or historical knowledge. The response pieces are not a forum to discuss your personal feeling and beliefs. In particular, responses that engage in statements such as "group X are stupid and ignorant" or "I believe in Y so Z has to be wrong" (for many values of X, Y & Z) will be severely penalized.
Assignment: Summary of Origin
Assignment: A 3000 to 3500 word summary of Darwin's Origin of Species. In your own words, provide a summary of each of the fourteen chapters. You do not have to provide any analysis of Darwin's ideas, merely provide a summary that clearly demonstrates that you understand what Darwin is saying. There is no need to cite from the text -the summaries should be in your own words.
A word of advice: Don't write your summary in the form "Darwin says X. Then he says Y. Then Darwin says Z." Try and offer a synthetic summary of what is going on in each chapter. In fact, you should probably avoid using the words "Darwin," "he," etc in the ! !assignment. Similarly, don't offer a "bulleted-list" of points -aim for a flowing narrative.
A warning: Do not be tempted to use online summaries of Origin. Read the book and summarize it chapter by chapter.
Assignment: Darwin and Modern Biology
Discuss how modern scientific research has supported a specific claim (or related set of claims made by Darwin in Origin and/or Descent. To help you get started, here are some of the claims that Darwin makes:
• Evolution happens • Evolution has a pathway • Evolution has a mechanism and it will be natural rather than supernatural • Evolution has one such a mechanism in natural selection • Evolution has one such a mechanism in sexual selection • All animals, including humans, descend from a common ancestor.
• Humans evolved from an ape-like ancestor and arose in Africa • Gaps in the fossil record will be filled in with key transitional fossils.
Be sure and work with the Teaching Assistant should you need help narrowing down your topic.
Requirement: 1800 -2200 words. Reference to at least eight peer-reviewed scientific papers, not Internet resources, not Wikipedia. The sources can be online but they must be peer-reviewed scientific articles. Use standard citation styles.
MISCELLANEOUS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.
Incomplete: In line with SoLS policy, the grade of "I" (Incomplete) can only be given when a student, who while doing otherwise acceptable work, is unable to complete a course (i.e. in this case the final examination) because of illness or another condition beyond their control. Documentation of this is required before the assignment is due.
E-mail:
Please ensure your ASU mailbox (or wherever it is being forwarded to) is not full. If an email gets returned to me, I will not attempt to resend the message. It is your responsibility to ensure that communication is possible.
! !
If you have not received a reply to an email within two working days (i.e., excluding weekends), please resend the message. I do not deal with email outside of normal workday hours (i.e. outside M-F, 9 to 5).
Extra credit:
No extra credit will be offered, so don't ask.
Examinations: You must take the examination on the scheduled time and date. As these are regularly scheduled class periods, no exceptions will be made and no "make up" assignments will be offered.
Final Grades: Final numeric grades will be converted to letter grades. There is neither a curve nor +/-grading. Final grades will be available on myASU after finals week. We will meet on the dates below at Sage Hall 142 on Wednesdays between 9:00 and 9:50pm. Attendance at all meetings is required and no excuses will be accepted. Given that we only have fifty minutes for our meeting, late arrival will result in a letter grade being taken from your final grade (which will solely be based on your discussions during our meetings). Your grade for the discussion section is independent of that for the main section of the course.
SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES
You will need to have completed the assigned readings (available on Blackboard) before our meetings. Discussion leaders will be assigned during our first meeting. Thirty (30) percent of your grade will go for your leading discussion, the remainder (70%) for how you discuss the issues raised by other leaders. Not talking or interacting with others will result in an automatic zero for the session.
Sep 14 Introductory meeting / Assignment of discussion groups Sep 21
Origin (you will have read this for your assignment) Sep 28
Beatty & Hale "Water Babies: an evolutionary parable" Oct 5
Travis & Reznick "Adaptation" Oct 12
Cain "The Perfection of Animals" Oct 19
Gould & Lewontin "The Spandrels of San Marco" Oct 25
Nesse & Williams "Evolution and the Origins of Disease" Nesse & Stearns "The Great Opportunity" Nov 2
Heylighen & Chielens "Cultural Evolution and Memetics" Nov 9
Cosmides & Tooby "Evolutionary Psychology: A Primer" Nov 16
Jones "Law and Biology" ! ! 8
